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TEXT:  Isaiah 45:21,22,24 
THEME:  Your One and Only 

1. The God Who Is a Wonderful Combination 
2. The God Who Is Unique and Irreplaceable 

 

There is no god except me, a righteous God and Savior.  There is no one except me.  
Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth, because I am God, and there is 
no other….“Only in the LORD is there true righteousness and strength.” 
 

Dear Joyful Christmas Christians: 
 

Have you tried pretzels and ice cream?  Or caramel and sea salt?  Or chocolate 
covered bacon?  They are surprising but wonderful combinations, probably because 
they tingle both the salty and sweet taste buds. 
 
Do you see this salty and sweet combination in God?  Some say God is boring, or 
just fluff, or a harsh judge.  In these reactions people are stereotyping God into a 
one-sided, flat simplification.  But you, you can taste and see how complex and 
vibrant the true God is! 
 
Our text identifies several strange but wonderful combinations we see in the Lord.  
“Righteousness and strength”—how do you picture “righteousness,” a holy 
one?  Do you put a halo over the head with a saintly look on the face?  But how 
about righteousness with arms like oak trunks and an aggressive stare that wilts 
opponents?  Our God is not just a pristine, otherworldly, shadowy ideal.  He is also 
strength—power that is channeled and harnessed to do only God’s will. 
 
God is love, yes, we see that in Bethlehem’s manger, but he is also the one who 
condemns the sin and the sinner.  To focus only on one side is to reduce God to an 
affable gent who gets along with everybody and tolerates everything, or, at the 
opposite end, to an angry judge who drives humanity with unrealistic and petty 
demands.  The Lord is both love and judgment—but how can that happen?  In our 
One and only.  Sweet and salty. 
 
“A righteous God and Savior.  There is no one except me.”  Popular opinion 
says a righteous one is a prude who is most interested in preserving his holiness 
and punishing those who fail to measure up.  Our righteous One, however, 
combines that demand for perfection with the desire and plan to save people. 
 
What a God we have in Jesus, full of paradoxes and strange but WONDERFUL 
COMBINATIONS!   God and human, Lord of all but born in a barn.  Though sinless, 
he became our sin so that we sinners are dressed in his righteousness, and that is 
definitely how we want to begin 2018, dressed in Christ’s righteousness. 
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On this last day of 2017, as we look back on the past year, does our world, our 
country, our congregation, or we need a kick in the pants or an arm around the 
shoulder?  As we look ahead to the coming year of 2018, do we need a sharp-eyed 
judge or a lamb to take away the sins?  We have both in our wonderful God, salty 
and sweet, with the emphasis on the sweet good news.   
 
Yes, our GOD IS UNIQUE AND IRREPLACEABLE.  Grocery stores offer shelves of 
different breakfast cereals.  The menu at a coffee shop has many shades of 
caffeine.  There are name-brand prescriptions, and there are cheaper generics.  If 
you lose a tooth or a limb, there are amazing prosthetics. 
 
Present-day life gives us many workable options.  But God is not one of them.  
Isaiah says there is only one God:  “There is no god except me,…There is no 
one except me…I am God, and there is no other…Only in the LORD…”  When 
you pick someone or something else, that substitute may be a personal favorite, a 
cheaper alternative, a refreshing change, or the next best thing, but it will not fill 
God’s essential role:  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  
Jesus is the only Savior and no one else. 
 
Now, some people will say that claiming there is only one God and Savior is too 
narrow.  But answers can be exclusive.  If the solution to the math problem 2+2 is 4, 
it is not loving or encouraging to say that there are other options for 2+2.  If there is 
only one road to paradise, as the Acts passage says, then you are not helping if you 
send someone in an alternate direction. 
 
The God who saves is unique, but the good news is that he is not limited, rare, or 
hard to find.  His words in the Bible reveal an unlimited grace and inclusion promise:  
“God so loved the world” (John 3:16).   The Lord spent several thousand years 
and the sweat and blood of many prophets and apostles to make himself known.  
The irreplaceable answer is not a wild guess.  It is not a puzzling multiple-choice 
exam.  He is not a trick question.  God has proclaimed who he is and what he has 
done over centuries in any literary styles that sings to you personally. 
 
Yes!  There are options—which way do you want to hear about God?  The Bible 
offers many ways to hear and learn about the one God.  Vivid poetic images?  
Historical accounts of grit and glory and miracles?  Homey parables about farmers 
or sheep?  God so wants to tell the world how much he loves every single person 
that he went beyond words.  He made his promise become flesh in Jesus and dwell 
among us.  In 2018, keep your heart and mind focused on the one and only Savior.  
We’ll help you do that right here at Trinity.  Amen. 


